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has been represented to cover the entire field of sewage purifi-
cation by anaerobic and aerobic treatment. Three claims are
here selected to indicate the ideas of the inventor regarding the
essential requirements of a septic tank.

" 1.  The process of purifying sewage, which consists in sub-
jecting the sewage, under exclusion of air, of light, and of agi-

Fig. 7.    Cameron septic tank, 1899.
tation, to the action of anaerobic bacteria until the whole mass
of solid organic matter contained therein becomes liquefied,
and then subjecting the liquid effluent to air and light."
" 12. In an apparatus for purifying sewage, the combination
of a septic tank, an inlet occupying the greater part of the
width of said tank, and an outlet extending across the greater
part of the width of the tank and disposed above the bottom of
the tank and below the normal water-level thereof, said outlet
comprising a pipe having a longitudinal slot therein extending
the greater part of its length."
"21. The process of liquefying the solid matter contained in
sewage, which consists in secluding a -pool of sewage having a
non-disturbing inflow and outflow from light and agitation until